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The Twbmtt-thxed of Foueth Month, 1839, 
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THB TWXMTr-imiTH OF TBS IAMB, 

Aged aboatM Tarn; 

A MINISTER ABOUT 38 YEARS. 
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A TESTIMONY, 



Oundeur Priead, Biirbura Hoylund, was 
born in Loodoti, in the year 1764. Her Pa- 
tents, William and Sarah Wheeler, were mem- 
bers of the Establinhed Church, and brought 
her up in conformity to Its rites and cere- 
monies. 

la tlu; course of her education, she wa.s 
much exposed to danger and temptation ; and 
though early favoured with the visitations of 
V Divine love, she lost the precious ei{<»:t8 of 
thdr leudering impressions, by the excitement 
ofgay company, and dissipating ai 



Slic was deprived af both her Pareuts before 
khe hud completed her nineteenth year ; after 



which she resided a while in ^he family *of an 
intimate acquaintance. Here she was engaged 
in a course of speculative reading, by which 
her mind became unhappily entangled in the 
specious snares of scepticism and infidelity. 

She considered this as the most critical pe- 
riod of her life ; and, adverting to it in her 
Memorandums, she says : ** Blessed be the 
^ upholding mercy, that left not in this state 
*• of blind temerity, his miserably erring crea- 
^* ture. Even whilst I lived as without God 
«*in the world, I had a secret involuntary 
"dependence upon his power, that all my 
"acquired sophistry was not permitted to 
" shake. Had it not been for this — had I lost 
«^the •witness for €rod' in my own heart, 
'•and been suffered to follow these splendid 
"visions, I have no other idea than that 
"I must hafe been swallowed up in the 
•• gloomy gulph of Atheism, or trod the more 
" plausible path of deistical doubt and per- 
" plexity." 



Slie coDtiuued in tlie neigh bo urliood of 
London till bhe hud attained tlie age of tneiity- 
otic^ when she visittd Rome of her relatione in 
VorltBhire. Reviewing some of her previous 
trials and bereavements, she remarks : *' In 
"this way did it please Inhnite Wisdom to 
"aufierall my pleasant prospects to beslained 
*'at an early period, for purposes the most 
*' wiie and compawiooate. This shaking of 
"rest and dependence on sublunary things, 
"proved only a prelude to that chan^'e of 
" spiritual eiperieiice, for which I have cause 
" to commemorale — gratefully lo c 
" rate bis adorable Name." 



During the lime she spent among her rela- 
lions, she was brought to serious reflection 
on her own peculiar situation ; and her mind 
appears lo have "gradually recovered from 
"the delirium of strongly excited passions, 
"undffORi the shnek which religious duties 
" and obligations had reeeive<l from ihc inuo. 
" vulions of folly, fiilxe philosophy, und vuin 
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« deceit;*' but though &voured at seasons to 
experience something of the efficacy of true 
faith, she was not '< entirely freed from a rdi- 
*<ance upon her own powers and abilities,*' 
and was thereby kept from a settlement upon 
the only sure foundation, Jesus Christ, the 
Rock of Ages. 

About this time she became acquainted 
with William Hoyland, then a member of our 
Society, and was eventually united to him by 
marriage. After this, they lived near Hands- 
worth Woodhouse, and she continued to 
attend her former place of Worship. She 
was then little acquainted with the principles 
of our Society, seldom conversed with her 
husband upon religious subjects, and three 
years elapsed before she attended one of our 
Meetings. During a temporary abode at 
Sheffield, she was one day prevented from at- 
tending her usual place of Worship, and 
concluded to go to Meeting with the friends 
with whom she was staying. Her own des- 



criptioD of this remarkable opportunity is 
nearly as Tollows : — " Profound silence aoon 
"reigned over a large aasembly of people; 
"and my thoughts involuntarily turned on 
" my own situation, and the possibility that I 
" might not live through ray confinement, &c, 
"These considerations were, however, soon 
** succeeded by a great degree of calmness and 
" resignation, vrhich perraded my whole mind ; 
"and a lively remembrance of the early part 
"of my life presented itself, when the miud, 
"iu some degree untainted, sought acceptance 
"with God. The pure desire of praying to 
"him as I ought, once more returned, though 
" I had indeed been long estranged from it. 
" The tears flowed from my eyes, and d ropped 
•* upon my hands. I could have kneeled 
•* down, but there was no occasion ; — the heart 
"was already prostrated, and in this prostra- 
"tioa llie soul worshipped its Creator. At 
"this juncture, un elderly Friend [Thomas 
" CoHey) addressed, iu the language of tup- 
" plioation, the • Throneof Grace,' on behalf 
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^had betm vailai wMb tbt l>ij-ipnBg fironi 
<<M l^gW Mil «A» Wl In* aqMimted by 
^dnr *dtS^^ md ddvMM* from the 
- — le wwd rf puphecy ; iMdvMMined from 
^hill te nMHwitaiM, until darkacM had oicr- 
•«tekcntlian,ao ^nt Ih^ ind been nsMly to 
*aJI evil goody wmd good evil^ — ikut m infi- 
<< nite mercy tbe day Bigbi agiin be pcffwtted 
«todawn»lec It vm oil 1 bnd denied in 
<* alenoe^ hmL WW a aeal o£ oenfirmatioD to me 
^of spiritnal «oKfai|i^ indelibly fixed on my 
**mind ; and of tbe eflkacy of tbat living 
'^miniitiyy vfaicb, flowing fiom tbe pore 
''•onio^ am alone epeak to edification*** 



Some time after this» at anotber Bleeting at 
Woodbooac^ appointed by two female Friends 
tmvelliog in tbe work of tbe mimstry, ber 
mind was to confirmed, tbat sbe continued 
from that time legolarly to attend oar reU- 
gioos Meetii^8» tboogh mostly bdd in silence ; 
and, keeping nnder jtbe impressions with which 



the had butu fuvourtrd, site bi^csiiie grnduHlly 
cou*mc«d of the Truih of out Principles: 
and) while cautiou* not to be drawn beyond 
what she felt to be her duty, she thought it 
right al»o to adopt our practice iu regurd to 
dreu, wldreM, &c. 

The humble belief tiiat she had endeavoured 
to follow the guidauce of the Holy Spirit, and 
tbe CHlmiug influence ol' the Divine presence, 
with which she was at this period reuiurkably 
favoured, supported her under many deep 
coofiicts and IriaU of various kinds. 

She na« admitted a Member of our Society 
in (he year 1792| and about a year urterwardi, 
fint appeared aflaMiuiBter inherownMeetiog 
at Wood ho use. 

In mn her husband (who had been previ* 
ouily re-udmitted into Metnbenhip) removed 
to Sheffield ; and during their residence there, 
site was twice cn)(aged in rclij^oua »ervice in 
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the fkinilies of Friends within her own Monthlf 
Meeting ; and in 1812 she united with some 
others in paying a similar risit to Friends in 
Bristol. 

Some time previous to the last engagement, 
she experienced a severe trial in the decease of 
her beloved husband and two children. Left 
now a widow under peculiarly trying circam- 
stances, she was induced, soon after her return 
from Bristol, to remove with her remaining 
family to Bradford ; and continued a Member 
of Brighouse Monthly Meeting to the close 
of life. In this interval she travelled several 
times as a Minister, in different parts of the 
nation ; being sometimes engaged in family 
visits, and also in the weighty service of hold- 
ing public Meetings. 

She was sound in doctrine ; and, as she ad- 
vanced in years, increasingly lively in the 
exercise of her gift; and being careful to move 
therein in the right authority, we bdieire her 
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luboura vete truly edifying to her friends. 
She entertained very humble views of her»elf, 
and often moved along under much dis- 
couragement ; yet, strengthened to rauintain 
the warfare, and to keep the fuiih, she wan 
enabledf through Divine mercy, to look for- 
ward with a " hope full of immortality." 

She bore a long and trying illness, with 
much patience and Christian reeignution; and 
although at times deeply tried by a sense of 
poverty, she was uot forstikeik ; observing upon 
one occasion, " There is no hope but what is 
"founded on Chriil." Sustained by ihu 
hope, her mind was throughout preserved ii 
great quietness. 

To a Friend, who visited her some time be-' 1 
lore slie was conlined to her bed, the express- 
ed the comfort she felt in reviewing her 
religious engngementsi and said lliiit she waM 
not aware that any clearly manifested duty 
liad been wilfully omitted; but added, tlol 
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in looking forward to the probability of an 
awful change, her whole dependaiice was on 
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus ; and that, 
although the passage through the valley of 
death appeared awful, it was not gloomy. To 
another Friend who kindly attended upon her, 
she expressed her feelings of gratitude, for the 
many comforts which surrounded her at that 
trying season, and for the remarkable manner 
in which way had been made for her in former 
times; but she observed, that she felt nothing 
that could exalt the creature ; and remarked, 
how much the covering of charity and humi- 
lity adorned the disciples of Christ ; adding, 
** I think / feel love to a//«" Her mind was, 
indeed, much clothed with love towards her 
Friends ; and, on one occasion, expressing 
her solicitude on their account, she said, <* O, 
<< if Friends would but get hold of the seam- 
«< less garment — humility ! That is what We 
*< want — this robe of the Saviour :" adding, 
that if the root were good, the branches would 
be good also. 
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iter paanog tfaroogfa a proTiBg mmod, 
ezclaimedy *< O Lord ! tboo art able to 
lirer !**— and afterwards added, «<ThaDk8 
to €rod for his aospeakable gift-** A 
t time before the final dose, Ae was 
d to supplicate that the Gates of Mercy 
lit be thrown open, and quietly departed 
lOOt a straggle. 

Signed m Brighause MomiUy Meet- 
mg^ held <U BradjMt, the 4lA of 
the ISiA Monik, 1820. 

FRYER, WM. F. HOYLAND, 

!9 CASH, JOHN HUSTLER, 

WALKER, JOSEPH TATHAM, 

X^OCK, THOMAS WALKER, 

TURNER, ROBERT JOWITT, 

BIRCHALL, BENJAMIN SEEBOHM, 

HNS, JOHN THISTLBTHWAITE, 

.EES, JOSHUA KAYB, 
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JOHN FISHER, 
ALFRED HARRIS, 
EDWARD WOODHEAD, 
JOHN ADAMSON, 
JOSEPH THORP, 
JOHN HARRISON, 
CHARLES HARRIS, 
JOHN HUSTLER, Jdn. 
JOHN KING, 
THOMAS DEARNALY, 
JOHN ARMISTEAD, 
CHARLES FRYER, 
JOHN SNOWDEN, 
JAMES BILTON, 
JOSEPH SUTCLIFFE, 
THOMAS LISTER, 
WILLIAM ROWNTREE, 
JOHN NESS BLAKEY, 



JOSEPH ARMISTEAD, 
JAMES BOLTON, 
JOHN PATCHETT, 
DAVID HARRIS SMITH, 
WILLIAM RATHMELL, 
ISAAC ROWNTREE, 
ROBERT ARTHINGTON, 
THOMAS PARKINSON, 
JOHN CUDWORTH, 
JOHN CROSLAND, 
WILLIAM DYSON, 
WILLIAM HARDING, 
THOMAS FIRTH, JuM. 
JAMES HOTHAM, 
SAMUEL PRIESTBCAN. 

BENJAMIN ECROYD, 

Clbbk. 



Signed in the Women's Monthly Meeting by 



HANNAH HOYLAND, 
SARAH HARRIS, 



ANN MAUD, 
PHEBE FISHER, 



15 



FH HORSFALL, 
BILTON, 
ni WALKER, 
CASH. 
RNALY, 
JOWITT, 
ARMISTEAO, 
WDEN, 
JDRED, 
THMELL, 
IRKINSON, 
CUDWORTH, 
BRADY, 
•AMSON, 
GRIMSHAW, 
)WITT, JuM. 
TLEWOOD, 
. HARRISON, 
SHERyl 
I BINNS, 



EUZA GOTT, 
ELIZABETH HOLMES, 
SUSANNA HARDING, 
MARY ARMISTEAD, 
ANN FRYER, 
SARAH DEARNALY, 
HANNAH STANSFIELD, 
MARY GRIBISHAW, 
BETSY FJRTH, 
DEBORAH PARKINSON, 
ELIZABETH BILTON, 
SARAH KING, 
JANE GARDNER, 
ELIZABETH THORP, 
DEBORAH CROFT, 
SARAH ROWNTREE, 
ELIZABETH WILSON, 
ELIZABETH BIRCHALL. 

ELIZABETH BLAKBY, 

Clbejil. 
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